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ABSTRACT

Tazs development and accomplisnments of the Yaticnal
Reronautics and Space Administration (¥ASA) from i+s inception ir
1958 to the final preparations for the Apollo 11 missior in 1959 are
traced in this brochure. 2 brief account of the successes of proiects
Yercury, Gemini, and Apollo is presented and many color photograrhs
and drawings of the astronauts, spacecraft, and *Le vast complex of
facilities of NASA's Manned Spacecraft Center are ircluded. Also
included are pictures photographed in space from the various
spacecraft. Cutaway drawirgs of spacecraft anrd launch vehicles are
used to illustrate the complexity of these vehicles. The booklet
concludes ty mentioning some of the plans for future space
exploration into the 1980's. (Fi)
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“IN THIS DECADE..."

Mission To The Moon

While the Moon has been the focus of our
efforts, the true goal is far more than
being first to land men on the Moon, as
though it were a celestial Mount Everest
to be climbed. The real goal is to develop
and demonstrate the capability for inter-
(22 planetary travel. With some awe we contemplate
the fact that men can now walk on extraterrestrial
P shores. We are providing the most exciting
N\ possible answer to the age-old question of
whether life, as we know it on Earth,
€O can exist on the Moon and the planets. The
Q answer is yes. Men working together with
mcdern science and technology can extend the
Ll domain of terrestrial life throughout the
solar system.

Thomas O. Paine
Administrator
National Aeronautics and Space Administration
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1. Ranger spacecraft receives a pre-flight check.

(2) 50.3
4.5 miles,

unar surface of
(4) 12.2 miles, (5)

3, 4, 5. Television photos trom Ranger IX at

altitudes above the |
miles, (3) 35 miles,

2,

6. Soft landing Surveyor spacecratfi.

7. Photo mosaic taken by Surveyor VIl shows the
surface sampler digging a trench on the Moon.
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